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Newspapers for this educational 
program provided by:

O K L A H O M A
The State Seal of

Frank H. Greer 1862-1933  

It was the office of Frank H. 

Greer in Guthrie that the 

Grand Seal of the Territory of 

Oklahoma was designed.

The Great Seal took many years to create, and was inspired 

by many different historical events and peoples. It bega
n with 

the Grand Seal of the Territory of Oklahoma, created by the 

Territorial Government, in 1893. Aside from designing seals, the 

Territorial Assembly was responsible for passing laws for the 

Oklahoma Territory. Frank H. Greer, a newspaper owner from 

Guthrie, OK, and an inf luential citizen of the Okla
homa Territory, 

helped design the Territorial Seal and put forth t
he proposal for 

the seal before the Territorial Assembly.
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You can see the Territorial Seal in the center of the Great Seal, surrounded by a green laurel. In the Territorial Seal, Columbia, a national symbol of equality, justice, and freedom, overlooks a pioneer and an American Indian shaking hands. All three f igures are standing over the horn of plenty, a symbol of prosperity. This represented the equality and prosperity of both white and Indian settlers in Oklahoma, under the laws of the United States. Over the f igures are the words, Labor 
Omnia Vincit, a Latin phrase meaning: labor conquers all. This phrase came from a 2,000-year-old poem written by a Roman poet named Virgil. This phrase had a special meaning for the people of Oklahoma who struggled to farm the diff icult soil of the prairie.

Labor omnia vincit is 
a Latin phr

ase meaning “Work 

conquers al
l”. The phra

se is adapte
d from Virgil’s 

Georogics. T
he poem was written about

 29 B.C. in 
support 

of Augustus Cae
sar’s “back

 to the lan
d” policy, a

imed at 

encouraging
 more Romans to beco

me farmers. The ph
rase 

is found in 
a section of

 the poem describing 
the growth of 

agriculture 
from primitive beginnin

gs.

Symbols ar
e aroun

d us ev
ery day

. From traff i
c 

signs, 
to images on

 coins, 
even sc

hool m
ascots 

are sym
bolic. S

ome symbols m
ean on

ly one 

thing, 
like a 

stop sig
n, but 

many sym
bols ha

ve 

more tha
n one m

eaning.
 In som

e cases
, a lar

ge 

or important
 symbol can

 be made of 
smaller 

symbols th
at toge

ther m
ean som

ething 
completely

 

differen
t than 

they w
ould al

one. Th
e Great

 Seal 

of the 
State o

f Oklah
oma is on

e such
 symbol. 

Territory of Oklahoma (Counties) and Indian Territory (Recording Districts), 1906

The parts 
of the Stat

e Seal outs
ide of the 

old 

Territorial 
Seal were f irst d

esigned dur
ing the 

Sequoyah C
onvention o

f 1905. In 19
05, 

Oklahoma was still tw
o separate

 

territories: 
The Territo

ry of 

Oklahoma and India
n Territory

. 

The people
 of Indian T

erritory 

held a con
stitutional 

convention 

and petition
ed the fede

ral 

government for adm
ittance to 

the United 
States as t

he state 

of Sequoya
h. As part of t

he 

petition, th
ey tasked 

Muskogee 

reverend A
. Grant Eva

ns to desig
n a 

seal for th
e new state.



To learn more about the history of the Great Seal of Oklahoma or other interesting topics in Oklahoma history, 
visit the OHS Kids! section of the Oklahoma Historical Society webpage at www.okhistory.org/kids.

1878-1953Gabe Parker became known as “Great Seal Parker” after his service as chairman of the committee ap-pointed to oversee the design of the Great Seal of the State of Oklahoma.
Image courtesy of Oklahoma Heritage Association

Gabe E. Parker was designated the delegate 
in charge of the Seal committee, 

and he agreed that the Seq
uoyah seal should be used.

 His committee brought 

the old territorial seal toge
ther with the seal from the Sequoyah Convention 

to make a new seal for the State of Okla
homa. The committee made some 

minor changes: they rotated t
he star to point upwards, they rearranged the 

45 

stars, and they removed the image of Sequoyah. When the Convention delegate
s 

accepted the design for the
 state seal proposed by Par

ker’s committee, it added 

a description of the seal to
 the proposed constitution. A

rticle 6, Section 35 of the 

Oklahoma State Constitution contain
s the of f icial, legal descri

ption of the seal. 

This is an important part of the State C
onstitution, since the State 

of Oklahoma 

uses the Great Seal to desi
gnate of f icial legal docum

ents.

Image courtesy of  the Oklahoma Historical  Society Research Department

Cherokee Nation Muskogee/Creek 
Nation

Seminole 
Nation

Choctaw Nation Chickasaw  
Nation

Above the 
central s

tar is the
 image of Se

quoyah, t
he namesake 

of the pr
oposed st

ate. The 
text he is

 pointing 
to says, 

“We 

are broth
ers,” in C

herokee s
yllabary. 

Sequoyah 
developed

 the 

Cherokee 
syllabary

, a set o
f phonetic

 symbols that
 represen

t 

all the s
ounds of 

the Chero
kee langu

age, in 18
21. Finall

y, 

surroundi
ng the ce

ntral sta
r are 45 

other sta
rs, repre

senting 

the state
s that were alrea

dy part o
f the Uni

ted State
s in 1905.

 

The Sequo
yah Cons

titutional 
Convention

 approved
 this sym

bol, 

but Congr
ess never

 made Sequo
yah a sta

te. In 1907
, though,

 

when the O
klahoma Constitu

tional Con
vention to

ok place,
 many 

of the de
legates h

ad partic
ipated in 

the Sequo
yah Conve

ntion 

so when the t
opic of a 

state sea
l was discus

sed, the 
idea of 

incorpora
ting the S

equoyah s
eal was brough

t up.

Reverend Evans began with a f ive-pointed star in the center. Often in the f lags and seals of the United States, stars represent the heavens and the goals to which man has always aspired. Inside the large star are the symbols of the Five Tribes: the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole. Starting with the upper left section is a seven-pointed star wreathed in oak leaves. This is the symbol of the Cherokee Nation. It represents the seven original clans of the Cherokee Nation and the oak trees commonly found in the Carolinas, the original home of the Cherokee Nation. Next are a plow and a sheaf of wheat. This is the symbol of the Muskogee, or Creek, Nation. It represents the prosperity and agricultural achievements of the Creek Nation. Next is the symbol of the Seminole Nation, a man paddling a canoe across a lake towards a village. This represents peace and plenty. The next symbol is from the Chickasaw Nation. It is a Chickasaw Warrior and represents the warrior tradition of the Chickasaw. The  f inal symbol is from the Choctaw Nation. It is an unstrung bow with arrows. This symbolizes a desire for peace, but preparedness to defend one’s people.

For additional Oklahoma Indian Tribe education, lesson plans and resources, visit ok.gov/sde/oier

Seals have been used for thousands of years. Many seals share similar designs. For example, the back of quarters has a piece of the Great Seal of the United States on it. It shows an Eagle holding an olive branch and arrows. The olive branch has been a symbol of peace for thousands of years, while the arrow is a symbol of war. This means that Great Seal of the United States says that the nation wants peace, but is prepared for war.

Take a moment to look back at Oklahoma’s seal. Then, use the template to design your own!

Don’t Forget!

1.	Seals use symbols and figures

2.	Seals often have sayings like “Labor Omnia Vincit” written on them

When you’ve finished designing your seal, show it to your friends, parents, or teacher and explain to them why the symbols and sayings you’ve used are important to you!

Design your own Seal

The State Seal of Oklahoma is an interesting and complex symbol. It took many people, 2 territories, 2 proposed states, and over 24 years for the State Seal to become an of f icial part of the State of 
Oklahoma. The State Seal represents all of the things that helped create the State of Oklahoma and much more. The State Seal also represents the people of Oklahoma and their government today.


